
PHOTOS AND VIDEO LINKS  

SEPTEMBER 2019 - Darrell & Brad Zimbauer (and Sondra) Zip-Lining in Banos, Ec. (at 2:00 mins of video turn your screen to right, then 

at 3:33 turn left)  https://youtu.be/v34qaI9YmVA   OCTOBER 2019 - Civil Unrest in Ecuador - https://youtu.be/5bowzc3OcWg 

Our return to 

Ecuador in 

OCTOBER 2019 

at the end of 

several days of 

national civil  

 unrest. 

Unexpected 

visit from 2 

ladies from CA 

who were 

counseling 

staff from the 

Azmera 

Women’s 

Retreat that 

took place near 

Quito while 

Sondra was in 

the U.S. →  

 The ladies brought 

Sondra all the ‘goodies’ 

that she missed at  the 

Retreat. They spent 

some time debriefing us 

in regard to the civil 

unrest that was still a 

threat at that time in 

Ecuador. 

Both ladies also met and 

fell in love with Godson. 

the young refugee, 

(known by a family in 

Wisconsin) whom we 

helped get safely out of 

Venezuela and into 

Ecuador. He stayed with 

us 2 weeks until we 

helped him find housing 

and employment→ 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/venezuela-will-be-world-s-worst-refugee-crisis-2020-most-n1099631 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/venezuelan-migrants-will-need-1-35b-2020-basic-services-say-n1082126 

https://youtu.be/v34qaI9YmVA
https://youtu.be/5bowzc3OcWg
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/venezuela-will-be-world-s-worst-refugee-crisis-2020-most-n1099631
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/venezuelan-migrants-will-need-1-35b-2020-basic-services-say-n1082126


NOVEMBER 2019- Darrell helped carry this young girl in a wheelchair 

(above) up long stairway to the children’s activity center at Pan de Vida. 

 Darrell helping with security, managing entrance gate to the facility.  

DECEMBER 2019- Sondra helping distribute → 

vitamins to children at the Christmas Outreach 

giving parents instructions in how to use them. 

(Above) # of persons served at PDV: 140 adults, 

100 children, 1 guard, and 12 new ‘believers’! 

Darrell as Papa Noel at PDV (each year) at Christmas - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y69JFzsALnk  (Click ‘allow’) 

Sondra at PDV at Christmas - https://youtu.be/zVQpD3S97hM    

THANKS TO YOUR DONATIONS WE WERE ABLE TO PROVIDE: 

HYGIENE KITS FOR 206 REFUGEE FAMILIES, 975 BABY 

CLOTHING ITEMS, PLUS 600 PAIR OF SOCKS! 

 

Godson doing his part to serve  

other Venezuelan refugees  

at PDV washing dishes →  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y69JFzsALnk
https://youtu.be/zVQpD3S97hM


DECEMBER 2019 - At PDV we met Venezuelan refugee family 

Jesus, Paola, and daughter Ashley (couple and child on the 

right, in the photo). We discovered they were neighbors of 

ours, had just arrived to Ecuador, and were staying with their 

in-laws. This photo was taken with their in-laws Jenderber, 

Alexania, and Valentin, when they lived in Venezuela. →  

Jesus fled the military and can never return to his country. He 

would either be shot at the border or jailed for at least 15 yrs. 

 

DECEMBER - Sondra invited Paola (and daughter Ashley) 

 to the Nazarene Church Christmas Outreach at the 

local park, introducing her to Carmen. 

 

   Huge Christmas Celebration at Our House (40+ Guests) → 

 

 

Darrell as Papa Noel 

at one of the many 

Quito Fire Dept 

Christmas 

celebrations in 2019 

(Real beard!) 

 



JAN/FEB 2020 - Sondra’s Sabbatical began, neighborhood wildfire fire threatened community, hungry neighbors sought 

food at our gate, and the pandemic struck, leading us to re-evaluate our ministry work in Ecuador. 

Darrell continues working with Voz y Manos (formerly Reach Beyond) in Crisis Management and with Special Projects 

 

 

In his ‘spare time’ he now serves 

neighbors with his paramedic skills →  

and with his handy-man skills he does 

repairs and renovations in private 

residences. 

He also helps with our new ministry 

‘Pantry of Grace’ by providing security 

at the distribution site, helping with 

the delivery of goods, and preparing 

meals for our volunteers. 

 

The 89-year old 

HCJB Radio and 

the 65-year old 

Voz Andes 

Hospital are 

now their own 

separate 

Ecuadorian 

entities and are 

independent 

from Voz y 

Manos which is 

now also 

Ecuadorian. 



 

After the civil unrest in Oct 

2019, Voz y Manos now has a 

new security gate separating 

the location of the missionary 

and employee offices from the 

parking area, thus protecting it 

from infiltrators who may try to 

enter the facility area. 

 

This is an added security barrier 

inside of the outer secured area 

where there are guards 

stationed day and night.  

 

 

Voz y Manos also still operates Community Ministries from its base in Shell, Ecuador 

Tungurahua Volcano in route to Shell           Clinic now its own Ecuadorian entity … that serves the Amazon jungle people 

Miriam (nurse), Sondra, and in-laws of Mincaye, (who speared Jim Elliot and others) and Darrell with friends of Mincaye! 

 

MARCH 2020 - COVID pandemic hit Ecuador. Guayaquil (ground zero), 

Ecuador’s 2nd largest city, was devasted by the number of cases collapsing its 

hospitals and morgues. Country was shut down almost immediately. Strictly 

mandated national curfews sent the country into a social and economic 

tailspin.  

Even the tribal jungle people are not immune nor safe from the pandemic → 



APRIL/MAY 2020 - Neighbors began seeking food at our gate. We started by stocking up on extra groceries and then 

began to notice more and more people who were out of work and trying to make a living by selling produce, other 

items, and/or by recycling on our street. The Venezuelan refugees are suffering the most. 

                    Produce venders                                               Water deliverer                                                  Recycler 

                                                 

 Young men 

pulling heavy bags 

of goods to sell 

Family with kids 

pushing 

wheelbarrow of 

goods to sell → 

 

 Woman picking 

through our 

garbage bin looking 

for recycling 

Middle-aged 

couple pulling cart 

of goods to sell 

wearing cardboard 

box and egg carton 

tray for sun 

protection → 

We also learned that several ‘beloved families’ had lost all of their household income and were struggling to eat. We 

begin raising funds to help support: Carmen’s family (8), Rosita and family (3), Sintia and family (2), Wendy and family 

(2), Jesus’ family (6 with in-laws), Godson (1), and Luis, Aura, and baby (3) who were kicked out of their habitation and 

were living in the local park. - A total of $7,052.47 was donated in 8 months to help feed and house the families! 



We also 

sought help 

from Pan de 

Vida to 

provide these 

families with 

an additional 

large grocery 

bag. 

Carmen’s 

Family → 

 

 

 Rosita’s 

Family 

 

 

Verito’s 

Family → 

 

 

 Sintia’s 

Family 

 

 

Wendy’s 

Family → 

 

 

PDV Video: https://youtu.be/mniQ63CM9IQ 

 Jesus’s Family                                       Aura’s Family →                                                     

 and Godson 

Today, 7 months later, Wendy (and her son) is the 

only one left who has not found employment. We 

praise God for the way He provided for most of these 

families. 

 

https://youtu.be/mniQ63CM9IQ


JUNE 2020 - The Despensa de Gracia (Pantry of 

Grace) ministry was born! We began 

dispensing groceries and evangelism materials 

to 18 families in our neighborhood during JUNE 

and JULY, and then to 24 families in AUGUST!  

Since SEPTEMBER 2020 we’ve committed to 

deliver groceries to 33 families monthly, plus 

deliver 40 hot meals monthly to Venezuelan 

refugee families who clean windshields or sell 

items at the stoplights or on the street corners 

in our community of Carcelen.  We share these 

Evangelism materials (below) and offer to pray 

with them and for them… 

1. Book of 

John with 7 

Steps to 

Know God 

 

2. HCJB 

Bookmark 

with 

Scripture 

 

3. Psalms 

/ Proverbs 

wallet card 

with 

Scripture  

AND… we send devotionals, Sunday school Zoom links for kids, and church service links via a WhatsApp group chat! 

AND… the Nazarene Church is now letting us use their kitchen and parking lot for our monthly distributions! 

Ingredients for 

 Hot Lunches 

 

Hot Lunch of 

Rice, Lentils, 

and Plantain 

and/or Arepa 

→ 

 

The Lord has blessed us with an amazing team of 11 volunteers: Santiago, Shirley, Carmen, Verito, Jesus, Paola, 

Alexania, Di’mes, Delores, Angel, and Merceditas!  

In 6 months, the Lord has graciously provided $5,471.00 in donations for the grocery program. Plus, we’ve received 

$2,404.50 in donations for the special needs program which provides emergency items such as hygiene products, foam 

mattresses, medicines, medical/dental appts, transportation fares, materials to help with a micro-business, and Bibles. 



 

 Sondra weighing food product 

Paola helping with quality control → 

 

Below Left:  

Di’mes, Paola, Delores and Carmen 

measuring and bagging food products 

Below Right:  

Alexania, Sondra, and Shirley packing 

the grocery bags. 

                            33 Bags Packed and Ready                                      Darrell, Jenderber (in truck) and boss ready to transport 

 

For the past 6 months, the food products were divided and the bags were being packed in our home. 

Praise God, starting DECEMBER 2020, we will have the bulk food products delivered (free) directly to the church, and 

divide the food and pack the bags in the church kitchen, saving us the cost to transport the bags to the church! 



Potatoes are 

purchased 

from a local 

Indigenous 

Indian street  

 vender 

Eggs are 

purchased 

from a local 

distributor at 

discount → 

 

Carmen, 

Verito, and 

Delores cut 

and pack up 

smaller trays 

of 10 eggs per 

 family. 

Bags of milk 

are stored in 

the church 

refrigerator 

until the day 

of distribution 

→  

 

 Some of Our Volunteer Team 

Top, Left to Right: 

Darrell, Sondra, Carmen 

Bottom, Left to Right: 

Alexania, Paola, Delores, Dimes 

Missing: Verito, Santiago, Shirley, Angel, 

Jesus and Merceditas 

We’re so blessed to have such amazing, 

cheerful, hard-working, and devoted 

helpers! 



Since early 2020, the world has been turned upside down with 

uncertainty, fear, and even loss of hope because of the pandemic, 

the current political situation, and the increasing presence of crime 

worldwide. No country seems to be immune to the spread of any of 

these evils. Here, on our street, we are protected by electric fences, 

security cameras, and 24-hour guards. But, even then, we live in a 

very scary and unpredictable environment. Ecuador’s economy was 

already on the brink of disaster before the crises of 2020. So now, 

people are even more desperate than before. Everyday crime (as 

well as organized crime) has risen drastically. Working people are 

accepting jobs far below minimum pay. Decent people are now 

resorting to various desperate measures- - - just to eat. 

Our prayer is that Pantry of Grace will be able to continue to 

provide our neighbors in crisis situations with not only groceries, 

but friendship and spiritual direction for many months to come. 

IF YOU’D LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO PANTRY OF GRACE PLEASE →   

 

A) GIVE VIA RIPE FOR HARVEST -  https://ripeforharvest.givingfuel.com/donate-specific 
 
TYPE our last name HOLDEN in the blank box 
 
DESIGNATE to: PANTRY OF GRACE  
                           in special instructions box on RFH website 
                           or in the memo line of your check 
 
SELECT 1 OF 3 METHODS OF PAYMENT  
 

1. BY CHECK → Follow the instructions and mail to the RFH address provided  

                         Your gift will be reduced by 12%  
                                 (RFH administration fee)                                     

 

   2.   BY ACH  →  A one-time electronic transfer from either your checking or savings  

                               Your gift will be reduced by 13% plus .35 cents 
                               (RFH administration fee plus electronic transfer fee) 
                     

2. BY CREDIT CARD → Follow the instructions and submit your information  

                                     Your gift will be reduced by 15%  
                                     (RFH administration fee plus credit card fee) 

 
PLEASE CONSIDER ADDING TO YOUR GIFT TO COVER THE ADDITIONAL FEES. 
 

       USING ANY OF THESE 3 METHODS: YOUR DONATION WILL BE TAX DEDUCTIBLE  

                                                                       BUT WILL ALSO INVOLVE FEES 

 

 
 

B) WRITE A CHECK TO DARRELL AND SONDRA HOLDEN  
Mail to Tina Bush, 6031 Ashbury Dr, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54499 

       Write in the memo: PANTRY OF GRACE 

       Tina will sign and deposit the check into our special debit account 

 

       USING THIS METHOD: WILL NOT INVOLVE FEES  

                                              BUT ALSO WILL NOT BE TAX DEDUCTIBLE 

 

https://ripeforharvest.givingfuel.com/donate-specific


COMFORT FROM THE SPLENDOR OF HIS MAJESTY 



 

THE AMAZING DISPLAY OF SUNSETS 

WE’VE SEEN IN RECENT MONTHS 

HAVE BEEN A COMFORTING REMINDER 

THAT THE LORD WATCHES OVER US, 

IS THERE TO COMFORT US,  

AND WALKS CLOSELY BESIDE US 

DURING THESE UNCERTAIN TIMES! 

 

(Photos are original and not edited) 



 HE WATCHES US DURING THE BRIGHT MOONLIT NIGHTS …EVEN THROUGH THE VERY DARKEST OF NIGHTS! 

HE IS THERE ON THE TOPS OF MOUNTAINS & VOLCANOS … AND HE IS THERE IN THE MIDST OF THE STORM! 

HE IS THERE EVEN WHEN THINGS DON’T SEEM CLEAR … AND HIS LIGHT SHINES FORTH FROM DARKNESS! 

PRAISE HIS MAJESTIC AND HOLY NAME! 



When COVID restrictions lift, Sondra plans to visit some 

of the Zambiza children who used to attend the After-

School Program before the pandemic began. She misses 

them and their families immensely! 

Please pray for these 36 children, who still are unable 

to attend school in person. They also do not have access 

to the internet at home to participate in virtual classes.  

Extreme Response offers guidance and support to them 

at this time through phone or video chats on WhatsApp. 

They hope to be able to get permission to offer them the 

use of the computer lab at the facility using bio-security 

safety precautions for a few children at a time. 

><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 

DARRELL AND SONDRA HOLDEN 
  

 

 
  

 

 
RIPE FOR HARVEST            SERVING IN QUITO, 

MISSIONARIES                   ECUADOR, S. AMERICA 

 
 
 
                 
 
                                                    

PARTNERING WITH ‘VOZ Y MANOS’ 
AND OPERATING THE ‘PANTRY OF GRACE’ MINISTRY 

 
SEND FINANCIAL GIFTS TO:          OR GO TO OUR WEBSITE:                                    EMAIL ADDRESS: 
RIPE FOR HARVEST                        www.ReachBeyondTheMountains.com                    dsholden.ec@gmail.com                 
PO BOX 487 
MONUMENT CO 80132-0487 
 
TO SEND CARDS, LETTERS, PACKAGES - PLEASE CHOOSE ONE: 

 
Cards/Letters to Be Scanned and Emailed to Us: 
Holden, c/o Tina Bush, 6031 Ashbury Drive, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 
 
Contact us to find out who will be traveling from the U.S. to Ecuador – A team of 14 people are coming 3/5/21! 

Then, send your card/letter/small package to their address! 

 
Packages (under 3 lbs.) via DHL or FED-EX: 
Darrell y Sondra Holden 
VOZ Y MANOS/HCJB (frente el Hospital Vozandes) 
Oe-52 Villalengua y 10 de Agosto 
Quito, Ecuador 170508 
SOUTH AMERICA 

http://www.reachbeyondthemountains.com/
mailto:dsholden.ec@gmail.com

