
Holden Newsletter - (Part 2) Dec 2015
We hope the following highlights 

will help you find and read what interests you.
Main Topics      Main Points      Prayer Praises/Requests

Dear Friend, Encourager, Partner-in-Mission,

“TIS THE SEASON TO BE JOYOUS!”
 

We don't ever remember having such an exciting and active December as the one we were blessed 
with this year! In addition to Sondra's complete recovery from a fall (while trying to embark a bus), 
painting our large bedroom (despite bruises and sore muscles), decorating and shopping for Christmas, 
attending two large Christmas parties with our fellow missionaries, and having eight guests Christmas Day, 
we also participated in four very special ministries this month! Come along as we share, through stories 
and photos, what God has done in the lives of the Ecuadorian people this Christmas Season! 

December 2 -  Prison Ministry Christmas Program 

Every Wednesday Sondra makes the usual 4-hour round-
trip bus ride to the Casa de Confianza women's prison in
southern Quito. Here, they house female prisoners who are
pregnant or who have small children. At the administration
building located there, Sondra teaches English classes to both
the male and female parolees released from the Latacunga
prison providing them with a skill to help them achieve
employment. Both N. American and Ecuadorian women from
our “Free Soul” ministry team serve the female prisoners at
both Casa de Confianza prison and the Latacunga prison. 
The Free Soul ministry team provides times of Bible study,
worship, prayer and “soul” encouragement.

But this Wednesday was a special day! Today, our team traveled, by truck, delivering everything 
needed to put on a Christmas program at Casa de Confianza prison. The program was given for the 
parolees, the women prisoners, their children and daycare staff, medical and administrative staff, as well 
as, the guards and police officers!  Nearly 100 participants celebrated the birth of Jesus with worship, 
music, dance, food, gifts, a balloon release, and a special message taught by Marta, an Ecuadorian Bible 
teacher. Sondra's ministry assignment for this day was one of her favorite activities - - - taking 
photos of the event! Here are some of our favorites to share with you:



                 
            
      
         Sending prayers 

    and heartfelt messages  

                 

   beyond prison walls     

           to heaven ! 

Please pray for these mothers and their children as the women serve their terms !

December 5 - Zambiza Dump Christmas Party

Each year at Christmas, Extreme Response International holds a huge Christmas Party for 1,250 
laborers and their families who work in the Zambiza dump/recycling center in Quito, Ecuador. The 
families can have their photo taken with Santa, play various games receiving candy as prizes, enjoy live 
Christian music and dance, and even have their nails or faces painted! A team of over 200 volunteers, 
Ecuadorians and N. Americans alike, come together early in the morning to pray and worship, and then 
head out to the dump in several large buses to serve the workers and their families. In addition, a local 
pastor heads up a special team of young, Christian Ecuadorians who walk the grounds conversing with 
people and sharing the Gospel. Extreme Response also provides each family with a gift-bag of food and 
treats for the children. This year, Darrell, and his assistant, Nicolas (11) helped with crowd and traffic 
control, Sondra painted the faces of children, and Verito, Nicolas' mother, helped with games. 



Verito, a single low-income mother of four children, said that because we invited her and her 
children to volunteer alongside us at this event, this was the best Christmas she ever had!

Please pray for those who heard the Lord's Gospel to open their hearts to His Message.

December 11 - 13 HCJB Radio Fund Raising Telethon - Mission Compartida

Each December, HCJB Radio-Ecuador holds the Mision Compartida fund-raising event to raise 
support for the radio ministry. Starting out with only short-wave radio more than 80 years ago, HCJB 
Radio has now expanded their ability to reach the “un-reached” via AM/FM radio, internet, satellite and 
solar-powered radio broadcasting throughout each continent in the world. Locally, HCJB Radio-Ecuador 
serves the public with Christian broadcasting not only from Quito, but also from stations in other large cities



throughout Ecuador.

At Mision Compartida, dozens of volunteers come together to
share in this 3-day event bringing people from all over the
country to bring in their cash to donate and items to sell,
including food, clothing, Bibles, and guinea-pigs, in order to help
support the radio ministry. This year, Darrell helped to set up
the tents and other equipment needed to hold the event and
Sondra inventoried all of the HCJB Radio clothing items that
would be made available for the public to purchase.

Please pray for additional donors to give generously throughout 2016. 

December 14 - Packing Christmas Gift Bags for Female Prisoners

Each year, the Free Soul prison ministry puts together gift bags for hundreds of female prisoners at
the Latacunga prison. This year, the team, including Sondra, as well as some local volunteers, met at the 
local church to pack up the much-needed items into gift-bags, including toilet paper, shampoo, body bar-
soap, laundry bar-soap, toothpaste, feminine hygiene products and body talc. Each gift-bag also contained 
a copy of the Gospel of John. Also this year, a few of the former in-mates helped with the project! 
Victoria, from the Philippines, beamed as she helped pack the gift-bags, telling others, “Before, I was the 
one receiving the gift, now this year, I am the one packing the gift!” Praise God with us, that women, like 
Victoria, have opened their hearts to Jesus and are now employed and active in the local 
community and churches!

Please pray for the 513 women who received the gift-bags with the Gospel of John this year!



December 19 - Reaping the Harvest from Planted Seeds One Year Ago

Last year, in early December, I, Sondra met a woman named Gladys who is a street-vendor. Each 
Christmas Season, Gladys travels, daily, from southern Quito (2 hours away) to come and sell her Christmas 
items on a busy street in Carcelen.  Gladys had been reading her King James Bible, trying to understand what 
she was reading, but later decided it might be easier to read “The Watchtower”. When Gladys and I conversed 
one year ago, she had many questions about whether or not the things she was reading in “The 
Watchtower” magazine (from the Jehovah Witnesses) were indeed true. After a lengthy discussion, I was 
able to encourage her to stick to reading her Bible and to ask the Holy Spirit to help her understand it's contents. 
Within minutes, Gladys threw away her copy of the Watchtower! Then, because her adult daughter had access 
to a computer and was studying English, I decided to give Gladys and her daughter the DVD “He Lived 
Among Us”. The DVD comes in both English with Spanish subtitles, and Spanish with English subtitles. 
The plan was to return the following day and give her a NIV Version Spanish Bible as a Christmas gift 
but Gladys and her little tent were gone.

Then, one year later, just a few weeks ago, I was shopping in that same area and suddenly a woman 
called out to me and said “Do you remember me? You gave me a DVD last year!” I was SO excited to see 
Gladys again!  As we hugged she told me, “I watched the video and remembered what you said. I have been 
reading my Bible daily since then and the Holy Spirit does help me to understand!  Now, I tell EVERYONE about 
Jesus! Do you hear my music in the background? It is Christian worship music! I play it so EVERYONE can hear
it!”  

OH WHAT JOY! One year ago, our ability to speak and understand Spanish was very limited and I wasn't even 
sure if the woman clearly understood what I was telling her. But the Lord took my limited vocabulary and a single
DVD and planted a seed in Gladys' heart! This year, I made sure that Gladys had a NIV Version of the Bible 
in Spanish before she and her little tent left Carcelen! Please pray with us that Gladys' love for Jesus will
continue to grow and she too will see the fruits of the harvest from the seeds that she plants!

HOPING THAT YOU HAD A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS
AND WISHING YOU A BLESSED NEW YEAR!

DARRELL AND SONDRA



 Prayers for The New Year 
* To visit and share meals with more Ecuadorian families in their homes and in ours.
* To find and re-connect with our former sponsor children (Wendy, David, and Cristian).
* To improve our Spanish.
* To find creative ways to rejuvenate our marriage regularly.
* To explore more of this country outside of the city.
* To shine the light of Jesus into the hearts of those who live in confusion and darkness.
* To remain humble and willing so that the Lord can use us according to His will and not ours.
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  Darrell and Sondra Holden  

  Serving with Ripe For Harvest  -  Partnering with Reach Beyond  

    in Ecuador, South America  
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    Send Your Financial Gifts to:           Our Email:                              Our Personal Website:                            
    Ripe For Harvest                                dsholden.ec@gmail.com          www.ReachBeyondTheMountains.com   
    Acct 20319                                                                                   
    PO Box 487                                        Our Ecuador Cell:                   Our Skype Name:  
    Monument CO 80132-0487                593-099-908-2264                           dsholden1

    Send Letters/Cards/Gifts Locally to:          Letter/Cards/Gifts Under 3lbs Can Be Sent Directly To: 
              Darrell and Sondra Holden                                HCJB Global (Darrell or Sondra Holden)
                      c/o Tina Bush                                                              Casilla 17-17-691
                     1250 Peach St.                                                              Quito, Ecuador   
            Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494                                               SOUTH AMERICA
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http://www.ReachBeyondTheMountains.com/

